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How does our heavenly citizenship relate to our earthly life?
Refresher: 2K looks really neat and tidy, beautifully arranged.
Everything in its proper place—and our priorities and boundaries are clear. (1)

1) The common realm that includes our work, housekeeping, music, education, politics, and culture in 
general. And God rules this common realm by natural law; His common grace and general providence. 
This common, or civil, realm is also represented by the idea of the covenant of works, based on law, 
retribution, and coercion. This realm is ultimately destined for destruction.

2) And we have the spiritual, or redemptive, realm, which is primarily concerned with our relationship to 
God through Christ, the proclamation of the gospel, preaching the Word, rightly administrating the 
sacraments, and in general, all of the activities that are a part of the institution of the Church. God rules this 
realm through special revelation, found in Scripture, and this realm is ultimately destined for eternity.

It's like a seamless garment! Well, maybe not, but the threads are very well hidden...
I want to pull on 5 threads and see if it totally unravels.

Definitional Problems
Argumentative Problems
Biblical Problems
Doctrinal Problems
Practical Problems

Definitional Problems:

1. In this view the Kingdom of God is seen as the same thing as the institutional Church—it extends as far as 
the  institutional Church. (2) What does that sound like? Roman Catholicism. That's the very thing that our 
reformed fathers were liberating people from in the middle ages!

Also, the institutional Church is mostly made up of individual believers, most of whom are people whose 
primary callings and vocations are not in the  institutional Church. (3) What's the relation between their 
profession of faith and their vocations in the world? At what point does the individual believer move from 
the redemptive realm to the common realm? When do you take your Xian hat off and put your common hat 
on? In the vestibule? Parking lot? Lots of fuzziness involved with confusing the Kingdom with the Church.

It confuses the nucleus of the cell with the cell itself. Instead of identifying the Church with the Kingdom, 
we should think of the Church as the power-center of the Kingdom—the nucleus(4)—where her members, 
empowered by the Spirit, instructed in the Word, and strengthened by the sacrament, move out into the 
world, extending the Kingdom.

2. There's a self-serving issue, too—confusing this Sacred/Secular divide with the Church/State distinction.
Pretty easy to get Americans on board with that (“Oh no! A Christian State!”), but it's less easy when you 
talk about a Christian family, or a Christian school or Christian art or Christian counseling. Suddenly, the 
question of “Huh? We're not supposed to Christianize those things?”

3. It's not really “2”, it's “three”. (5) There really is a “2K” model, but it's the one we see in Scripture as 
represented by good/evil, light/darkness. 

Col. 1:13-14: “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 
Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”



1 Peter 2:9 says that we are “...a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

Biblically, in the kingdom of darkness our allegiance was to Satan; in the kingdom of light it is to Jesus. (6)
Black and white—two opposing kingdoms. Now, in between these 2, the 2K model inserts a 3rd realm, and 
this 3rd realm is a place where allegiances are ambiguous. This is the 'common realm', where believer and 
unbeliever alike, co-exist and get along. It belongs to neither the kingdom of darkness nor to the kingdom of 
light—it is a no-man's land. (7) Allegiances in this realm are, objectively-speaking, irrelevant.  

Big problem: it implies that God is indifferent to the allegiances of people living in the common realm.
The good works of the unbeliever in the common realm are just as pleasing to God as the works of believers. 
In fact, just because God has ordered this realm to be “common”, the uncomfortable conclusion is that God 
is actually displeased when His people invoke the Name of Christ in the common realm. (8)

Doug Wilson:
“This last weekend... I asked David VanDrunen ...what God would think of a nation whose 
magistrate and people had become overwhelmingly (and sincerely) Christian, and who decided to 
confess Christ in the common realm, in the formerly secular realm. I asked if God would be 
displeased with that, and VanDrunen said yes, he thought God would be displeased with that.”

And Doug followed-up with this:
“He said that it was because he wanted minorities (in this case, non-believers) to not be mistreated. 
The assumption behind that is that the secular state is more to be trusted with treating people right 
than Christians would be. But of course, Christians were the ones who invented civil liberties for 
all.”

Now, we're really going to address this next week, but I just want to give a taste: 

110:2: “The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion; you will rule in the midst of your 
enemies.”
Phil. 2: 9-11: “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Argumentative Problems: 

1. The BIG Q is: “Does Xianity impact the common realm?
2K is really quite evasive. On the one hand they say “yes, of course!” But:
Our commitment to Christ—our Christianity—provides us with nothing unique in our cultural endeavors 
that take place in the common realm!. The left hand takes away what the right hand just gave.

2. There's some false reasoning going on. They ask “Where in the NT do we get the mandate to transform 
culture? I mean, we should expect suffering, right? Jesus never, Paul never, Peter never... 
Sounds pretty sound, right? They conclude that the Church's minority status is for all time, right until the 
return of Christ.

That is a classic argument from silence. (9) The Bible was written to them, and for us. There's a context here.
German Sitz im Leben, roughly translating to "setting in life". NT Church under Roman domination.
No explicit reforms were taught by the apostles. But—we don't simply assume that the lack of specific 
apostolic directions designed to officially abolish slavery means that that was never intended by God—in 
fact, the seed of the Gospel brought the entire western world to view slavery with abhorrence! Philemon.

Slavery and 2K theology? It's common—it's an issue for the state. It's civil. Not addressed in the Bible. 

???


