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“What God says can be neither irrational nor immoral, for his word defines rationality and morality for us. When God tells us to do something, we need no greater rational basis for doing it. So faith does not believe despite the absence of evidence; rather, faith honors God’s word as sufficient evidence.” - John Frame, Apologetics to the Glory of God

APOLOGETICS- The defense of a position, usually of a world view, as to its truthfulness, its correspondence to reality, its factualness. Christian apologetics (see 1 Peter 3:15) argues for the truthfulness of Christianity through argumentation, evidence, and appeal to a priori knowledge.

AGNOSTICISM- Literally, "without knowledge." Usually used to refer to someone who does not know if God exists. A "hard" agnostic says that he does not know if God exists, no one else knows if God exists, and it is impossible to know if God exists. A "soft" agnostic says that he does not know if God exists, someone may know if God exists, and it might be possible to know if God exists.

AMILLENNIALISM- (Latin: a- "no" + millennialism) holds that the thousand years mentioned in Revelation 20 is a symbolic number, not a literal description; that the millennium has already begun and is identical with the current church age, and that while Christ's reign during the millennium is spiritual in nature, at the end of the church age, Christ will return in final judgment and establish a permanent physical reign.

ANTITHESIS- The direct opposite. A person or thing or idea that is the direct opposite of something else. A contrast or opposition between two things. Ex: Hope is the antithesis of despair.

ATHEISM- The world view that says that God does not exist, or that embraces a world view without God, or that says that God is irrelevant to human life. Derived from the Greek a= without + theos= God, translated as one who denies any reality of God or a primary force in the universe

COMPATIBLISM- The belief that God's predetermination and meticulous providence is "compatible" with voluntary choice. In light of Scripture, human choices are believed to be exercised voluntarily but the desires and circumstances that bring about these choices about occur through divine determinism (see Acts 2:23 & 4:27-28).

DOCTRINE: A systematized principle or body of principles related to a branch of belief. Any teaching or instruction regarding a particular religious faith. A statement of a widely held policy or belief. In religion, all believers are defined by their adherence to particular doctrines about God, nature, the world and human activity. Ultimately, it is doctrine that separates one faith from another or one branch from another within a particular religion.

EPISTEMOLOGY: is the study of knowledge.  How do we know? (episteme = knowledge; logos = the study of). The theory of knowledge or branch of philosophy that studies how knowledge is gained, how much we can know, and what justification there is for what is known.

ESCHATOLOGY- The study of “last things”, or “end times”, known as eschatology (from the Greek eskhatos meaning last things), is a subject that includes such topics as death and the afterlife, the Second Coming of Christ, the Millennial Kingdom, the end of the world, resurrection of the dead, Heaven and Hell, and new creation.

ETHICS- The area of study having to do with good and evil, moral obligations, and standards of thought and behavior.

FALLACY - An error in reasoning that makes it impossible to establish the conclusion in question on the given premise; a logical mistake that makes deductive arguments invalid. "Informal fallacies" generally describe a stated inference that frequently (but not always) is not true. Example: Guilt by association - "He hangs out with bad kids, therefore he must be a bad kid." Maybe so, but he might hang out with them because he's an undercover vice cop, or a Christian youth worker, etc.

GNOSTICISM - GNOSTICISM, GNOSTICS: An early and pre-Christian cultic philosophy that believed matter to be evil and that salvation comes through esoteric or secret knowledge, i.e., gnosis.

LAW OF NON-CONTRADICTION- Nothing can both be and not be at the same time and in the same respect. 

LOGIC - A study of the principles of thought by which one may distinguish correct from incorrect reasoning. Deductive logic argues from the general to the specific; it focuses on the correct form of an argument, deducing the validity of propositions and conclusions. Inductive logic argues from the specific to the general; it focuses on (usually) empirical evidence and/or information and the subsequent certainty or probability of the conclusion.

MATERIALISM: The theory that holds that matter is the only fundamental substance. Spirits or minds either do not exist or are really, at bottom, manifestations of matter.

NATURALISM:- See Materialism

NATURAL LAW: The rationally knowable morality which is founded in God's will for His creatures. Moral law is not innate, but deduced from experience according to Aquinas and Locke.

OBJECTIVE TRUTH: Objective truths are true regardless of what anyone thinks.

PLURALISM- Religious and philosophical pluralism in America is simply a fact about society. That is to say, there is a plurality of beliefs and institutions that support them. If you doubt its existence, you might as well doubt the existence of New Jersey … 

POSTMILLENIALLISM- The view that Christ will return to the earth after the Spirit-blessed Gospel has had overwhelming success in bringing the world to the adoption of Christianity.(Ken Gentry as quoted in Keith Mathison’s Postmillennialism: An Eschatology of Hope) Post (after) the era known popularly as the millenium.

PRAGMATISM - A distinctly American philosophical movement founded by Charles S. Peirce (1839-1914) and expounded upon by William James (1842-1910) and John Dewey (1859-1952). Essentially, pragmatism asserts that truth is to be determined by its practical implications. In other words, if a certain proposition, etc. has practical meaning or produces practical results, then the proposition is determined to be true.

PREMILLENNIALISM- The belief that Jesus will literally and physically be on the earth for his millennial reign, at his second coming. The doctrine is called premillennialism because it holds that Jesus’ physical return to earth will occur prior to the inauguration of the millennium.

PRESUPPOSITION - Initial assumptions upon which all thought is based. Presuppositions are often difficult to observe or prove because they stand prior to proof and become the standard by which other ideas or arguments are tested. A presupposition may be fundamental to all inquiry ("I exist") or simply agreed upon by the parties to a discussion without prior proof ("For the purposes of this debate, let us assume . . . . "). Simply, "an assumption."

RELATIVISM - the belief that there is no absolute ethical truth. It asserts that ethical mores vary from era to era, culture to culture, situation to situation. The view that one's knowledge or understanding is always limited to one's situation; nothing can be known objectively, but only subjectively. 

REVELATION - The idea that God has revealed Himself through nature and the human conscious (this is called natural revelation), and more specifically through the Holy Scriptures and the Incarnation (this is called special revelation). 

SUPERNATURALISM- The belief that there are beings, forces, and phenomena such as God, angels or miracles which interact with the physical universe in unique ways. Supernaturalism is a fundamental premise of theism, and theists by definition hold to a supernaturalistic worldview which stands in contrast to the atheistic premise of naturalism.

THEODICY - An argument used to show that the evidence of evil in the world is consistent with belief in a God who is all-knowing, all-powerful, and all good. In the Greek, " justification of God," a theodicy is a theological or philosophical attempt to answer the question, "How could an omnibenevolent and omnipotent God have permitted such evil and human suffering to be part of His creation?" - essentially, the question is concerned with the "Problem of Evil." 

TOLERANCE- Tolerance is living side by side with others who have real and deep differences with us, but living with respect and civility in our personal attitude. Not relativism...

WORLD VIEW- The “lens” through which one perceives themselves, others, and the world around them. See presuppositions.

