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Psalm 103:13-14: “Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him. For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust.”

Deut. 6:6-8: “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it.”

22:15 “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of discipline will remove it far from him.”

Eph. 6:4 “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”

Colossians 3:21: Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart. 

Beginning in the 1970's a myriad of parenting books. Covenant-keeping being in view here.

1.
Be like-minded parents regarding your children. Big picture- glorify God. Wrap mind around concept of kingdom, succession, also discipline and instruction. Schooling. Guys- wash your wives in all of this and wives submit. “Wait 'til your father gets home”. 

2.
Know your children.


In the first passage, the psalmist compares our Father to a good earthly father. In the comparison, he states that God knows our frame: the implication being that a good earthly father has compassion on his children with the same kind of insightful knowledge. This means a good father is not to pile on requirements unsuited to the child until the child crumples. Some people have to realize that some children will just never play for the Colts or skate in the Olympics. 

Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it.”


The text above says that fathers are to bring their children up in the training and admonition of the Lord. The verb translated here as bring up also means to nourish up to maturity, or nurture. This cannot be done without intelligent oversight of the entire growing process. The goal of child-rearing must be Christian maturity displayed in our children. This goal must be in the minds of the parents long before it is reached. It must be in mind from the beginning. 


The Bible requires fathers to exercise this kind of intelligent oversight of their children as they grow. The critical years in this process are the early ones. An oak sapling can be bent with very little effort; if fifty years are added, it will be an entirely different story. So why do so many Christian parents let the saplings in their home grow without strict pruning, and then when all the problems with their folly are manifest in the form of a huge twisted oak, they then try to shape the tree? The answer is that many Christian fathers are foolishly disobeying Ephesians 6:4. 

“When your children are grown up, put them to some lawful calling, wherein they may serve their generation. It is good to consult the natural genius and inclination of a child, for forced callings do as ill, sometimes, as forced matches." (Thomas Watson's treatise on the 5th Commandment from his “The Ten Commandments “)

3.
Use the rod wisely. Heart. 

Proverbs 19:18: “Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to his death.” 

Proverbs 13:24: “He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.” 

Proverbs 22:15 “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of discipline will remove it far from him.”

Instead of loose tolerance when the kids are little, and clamping down as they grow older, a biblical approach is just the reverse. Small children should live in a totalitarian police state at home. The smaller a child is, the more decisions should be made for him. 

Conversely, the older the children are, the fewer the external restrictions there should be. As a child is being reared properly, he should experience greater and greater freedom. This is possible because early strict discipline works, and has by now been internalized. 

4.
Teach by word and example.

Again, from Mr. Watson: “It is not enough that in baptism your child is dedicated to God, but the child must be educated for him. Children are young plants which you must be continually watering with good instruction.”

Det. 6: “Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”

Examples- both good and bad- are to be used in teaching.

Proverbs- bringing up children under the oversight of parents.

1:8 Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching. 

2:1 My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, ...then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 

3:1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. 

4:1 Listen, my sons, to a father's instruction; pay attention and gain understanding. 

Use bad examples too:

24:30 I went past the field of the sluggard, 
past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; 

31 thorns had come up everywhere, 
the ground was covered with weeds, 
and the stone wall was in ruins. 

32 I applied my heart to what I observed 
and learned a lesson from what I saw: 

33 A little sleep, a little slumber, 
a little folding of the hands to rest- 

34 and poverty will come on you like a bandit 
and scarcity like an armed man.

Parents are required to teach their children the value and importance of work. This discussion concerns only the nature of the work undertaken, and not the fact of it. Parents must require their children to work hard, because this is a moral requirement. God does not just command us to rest for one day before Him; He also requires that we work for six. As a moral requirement, children cannot opt out of it. But the nature of the work undertaken is another question entirely: will it be practicing the violin or raking the leaves? And as parents require work from their children, they must keep in mind the fact that they are training and equipping their children for their future calling. This parental training will be done either poorly or well. If it is done well, the native abilities of the child will be consulted. 

Eph. 6:4 “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”

Paideia- we commonly see this word in our word encyclopedia- Greek terms enkyklios, or complete system/circle, and paideia, or education/learning. Literally means 'to choke'- to focus attention.Christian culture- some things, while real, should be unthinkable.

5.
Pray For Your Children

AW Pink:

...the last and most important duty, respecting both the temporal and spiritual good of your children, is fervent supplication to God for them. Without this all the rest will be ineffectual. Means are unavailing unless the Lord blesses them. The Throne of Grace is to be earnestly implored that your efforts to bring up your children for God may be crowned with success. True, there must be a humble submission to His sovereign will, a bowing before the truth of Election. On the other hand, it is the privilege of faith to lay hold of the divine promises and to remember that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Of holy Job it is recorded concerning his sons and daughters that he “rose up early in the morning and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all.” (1:5) A prayerful atmosphere should pervade the home and be breathed by all who share it. 

Apply wisdom- children aren't all the same- know them and respond wisely.

