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Today I'm going to piggyback off of what Mr. Harlan preached on last Sunday and continue in the topic of wealth and its lawful place in our lives.

Heb. 13:5: Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 
"Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."

Remember: worldly wealth is not eternal, and we're to labor with eternity in mind.

Matthew 6:19-21: "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

What we cherish- what we set our affections upon- that tells exactly what we hold in high esteem- ie, where our 'heart' is. And here we see that in God's 'economy', priorities are paramount:

Matthew 10:37-39: "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

To God, our motives are more important than our outward results. We are not to pursue wealth in order that we can take it easy and have all the cool new toys- as if our own personal peace and affluence is something for which Christ gave His life for- we are to seek first the Kingdom.

Matt. 6:32-33: 'For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.'

Where your treasure is...and it's all God's anyway!

Here, in one of the passages dealing with elder qualifications, we see an unlawful desire for money warned against:

1 Pet.5:2: Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 

And this passage ties in directly with the warning from Paul to Timothy-

1 Tim. 6:5b-10...who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 


(Mark 8:36: What does it profit a man to gain the world yet lose his soul?”)

cont...10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Many modern word-faith teachers (describe) fall into this catagory, and do it without even being ashamed!

What kinds of temptations and traps can a person fall into when their desire is for more? Self-sufficiancy, for one. 

“O that I could give myself up to Him, so as never more to attempt to be my own! or have any will or affections that are not perfectly conformed to His will and His love!” 

The ability to gratify any desire by buying it, and to be caught up in hearing praise from men:

“...be very patient with me, be very condescending to my faults, go on with me till Thy great work in me is completed. I desire to conquer self in every respect, to overcome the body with its affections and lusts, to keep under my flesh, to guard my manhood from all grosser sins, to check the refined power of my natural mind, to live entirely to Thy glory, to be deaf to unmerited censure and the praise of men.” 


“In needful transactions let my affection be in heaven...”

And there is the warning against idolatry:

“Preserve my understanding from subtilty of error, my affections from love of idols, my character from stain of vice, my profession from every form of evil.”

It is a matter of “..loving the Lord your God...” even when it comes to money and wealth.

There are lawful methods of gaining wealth- one of which is to inherit it- but be careful:

Proverbs 20:21 An inheritance quickly gained at the beginning will not be blessed at the end. 

The best way to gain wealth (w/good and pure motives, like providing for the work of the Kingdom, your family, taking care for your future) is through boring old hard work and diligence.

Proverbs 10:4 Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring wealth. 5 He who gathers crops in summer is a wise son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son. 

12:24 
Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in slave labor. 

12:27 
The lazy man does not roast  his game, but the diligent man prizes his possessions. 

13:4  
The sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the desires of the diligent are fully satisfied. 

21:5 
The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. 

22:29 
Do you see a man skilled in his work (or also “diligent in his business”)? He will serve before kings; he will not serve before obscure men.

And again- it's God's wealth. 

This covenantal blessing of God towards diligent hard work is still in play in the New Covenant:

Mark 10:28-31: Peter said to him, "We have left everything to follow you!" 29"I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last first."

Notice: There are persecutions awaiting any one who desires to truly follow Christ- and those are guaranteed.

1 Tim. 3:12: In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

Again, anyone who thinks that this is a matter of 'giving Jesus a try', or anything less than whole-hearted allegiance and relationship with Christ on His terms, is going to be sadly disappointed at the judgement.

That said, in this New Covenant age, God's gracious blessings and provision still accompany faithfulness and true diligence, done out of a pure devotion to Christ.

The blessing of hard work is also a matter of stewardship. Definition: A manager of a household- someone who is in charge of someone else's stuff.

The Parable of the Talents

Matthew 25:14-28: "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 15To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 

19"After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' 21"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 22"The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' 23"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 24"Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 26"His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 28" 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

This parable has an even greater spiritual meaning than just money, but of course it does apply to money!

Is it fair? Is it just?

Of course! The man in the story is called the master- it's all his money to begin with! It's his to do with what he wants. It's the master who gets to decide what is done with his money. This parable shows how someone can be put to the test, is faithful in discharging his duties, and is given even more responibily as a result.

This parable also applies directly to those servants of God who are put in charge of fulfilling Christ's commands here on earth until He returns. What did you do with my Gospel? Spread it around, receiving 30, 60 or even 100-fold increase? Or did you hide it?

And what 'talents' are you steward of that are being buried and hid in the ground?

We can think of our stewardship in three basic areas- 

a)
Money and resources

b)
Gifts and abilities

c)
The Gospel itself

Ephesians 4:28: He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12: Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 

Proverbs 11:24-25: 24 One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 

25 A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 

Proverbs 22:9: A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor. 

Proverbs 13:22: A good man leaves an inheritance for his children's children, but a sinner's wealth is stored up for the righteous. 

Tie-in to current political situation...when a candidate promises to do for “the least of these”- in other words to have a nation-state assume the church's responsibility to take care of the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, those who are in need of shelter and clothing, those in prison- and to have this nation-state do it by coercion- by forced redistribution of wealth by taxation- the end result will always be to make a bad situation much worse than it otherwise would have been. Forced charity is no charity at all. 

It's not just the rich who need to hear “thou shalt not covet”. The practice of appealing to voters based on inequality of wealth has, at it's very root, jealousy and covetousness. Many of these pols will appeal to an idea that is only partially true- that God is on the side of the poor. Yes- but more specifically, God is on the side of the oppressed poor- not the sluggardly or lazy poor. Those folks have a clear way out of their mess- go to work.

Only the church has the motivation to care for the truly poor without being paid back for her services, only the Church has the real answer to material poverty- which is only found in the gospel- and only the truth of the gospel can alleviate true poverty- poverty of the soul.

2 Cor 9:6-15: Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9As it is written: 
"He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; 
his righteousness endures forever." 

10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

We give because He gave- all of this- life, house, food, clothing, the ability to work- comes from the hand of God.

Sum up: 
Our motives are more important than the outward appearances



God gives the blueprint for true profit and stewardship



We can be the most generous with our wealth



Romans 11:33: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 

