Bible Study – Optimistic Eschatology

1. Prayer – Father, we thank you for your continued kindness to us in giving us another day of life and another opportunity to come together to study your Word.  I pray that my words be delivered with clarity and in truth.  We ask that you bless our time together.  It’s in Christ name that we pray.  Amen.

2. Intro  

a. This morning I want to tackle the question of  “Will the conditions in the world become increasing worse or will there be a victorious expansion of the church?”  What does scripture have to say?

b. Typical response of obsession or apathy
c. Spend most of our time in Scripture looking at five aspects of redemptive history

i. Covenant that God made with Abraham – God reveals his extensive saving purpose; expansive nature of God’s redemptive purposes
ii. Messianic promises and prophesies – 
iii. Greatness of Christ the King
iv. Growth of Christ’s kingdom
v. Final greatness of Christ’s kingdom
3. Terms

a. Title is Optimistic Eschatology – From the Greek Eschatos meaning “last” and –logy meaning “the study of”; study of last days.

b. Timing of the 2nd Advent with respect to the 1000 year period mentioned in Revelation 20.
c. Ps 50:10 For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle on a thousand hills.
i. Premillenial – Christ’s return precedes a literal 1000-year reign on earth.  Predictions that haven’t come true 
1. Deut 18:21-22 false prophets “You may say to yourselves, "How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the LORD?"  If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him.” 

ii. Amillenial – no 1000 years reign on earth; symbolic present reign of saints in heaven; parallel growth of two kingdoms

iii. Postmillennial – Christ’s return follows a symbolic 1000 year reign 

d. Preterism (partial) – from the Latin praeter meaning “past”.  Much of biblical prophecy occurred in the past during the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.; this generation shall not pass; things which must shortly take place, time is near
i. Matt 24 “Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”  Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”
ii. …So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near—at the doors!  Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.
iii. Rev. “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.
iv. Read Revelation and Josephus the historian about the catastrophe.
4. Old Testament – Let’s get to Scripture

a. Abrahamic covenant - Gen 12:3 “I will bless those who bless you,  And I will curse him who curses you;  And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
b. Gen 15:5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be."
c. Gen 22:17-18 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."
i. What is the relationship of the Church to the covenant with Abraham?

ii. Gal 3:13-14 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us… that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
iii. Gal 3:29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
iv. “It is through the Christian church and the gospel of Jesus Christ that God will bring into the world a body of believers as countless as the stars of heaven and the dust of the earth.  The New Testament Great Commission to disciple all nations is in fact founded on the Abrahamic covenant’s revelation of God’s will to bring spiritual blessing to all nations.” –John Jefferson Davis
d. Turn to the Psalms and Proverbs – messianic promises/promises to the righteous
i. Ps 2:6-8 “Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.” “I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your possession.
ii. Ps 22:27-28 All the ends of the world Shall remember and turn to the LORD, And all the families of the nations Shall worship before You For the kingdom is the LORD’s, And He rules over the nations
iii. Ps 25:12-13 Who is the man that fears the LORD?  Him shall He teach in the way He chooses. He himself shall dwell in prosperity,  And his descendants shall inherit the earth.

iv. Ps34:15-16 The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous,  And His ears are open to their cry. The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.

v. Ps37:9 For evildoers shall be cut off; But those who wait on the LORD, They shall inherit the earth.

vi. Ps 37:11 But the meek shall inherit the earth, And shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.

vii. Ps 66:3-4 Say to God,  “How awesome are Your works!  Through the greatness of Your power Your enemies shall submit themselves to You.  All the earth shall worship You  And sing praises to You; They shall sing praises to Your name.” 
viii. Ps 67:1-7 God be merciful to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us,  Selah  That Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations.  Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy!  For You shall judge the people righteously, And govern the nations on earth.  Selah   Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You. Then the earth shall yield her increase; God, our own God, shall bless us.  God shall bless us, And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him.
ix. Ps 72 7-8 In His days the righteous shall flourish, And abundance of peace, Until the moon is no more.  He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth.

x. Ps 72:11 Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him;  All nations shall serve Him.

xi. Ps 72:16-17 There will be an abundance of grain in the earth,  On the top of the mountains; Its fruit shall wave like Lebanon; And those of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth. His name shall endure forever; His name shall continue as long as the sun. And men shall be blessed in Him;  All nations shall call Him blessed.

xii. Ps 86:9 All nations whom You have made Shall come and worship before You, O Lord, And shall glorify Your name.

xiii. Ps 110:1-2 The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool. The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion.  Rule in the midst of Your enemies!

xiv. Ps 112:1-3 Praise the LORD!  Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, Who delights greatly in His commandments.  His descendants will be mighty on earth;The generation of the upright will be blessed.  Wealth and riches will be in his house, And his righteousness endures forever.
xv. Ps 119:118-119  You reject all those who stray from Your statutes, For their deceit is falsehood.  You put away all the wicked of the earth like dross; Therefore I love Your testimonies.
xvi. Ps 138:4 All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O LORD,When they hear the words of Your mouth.
xvii. Prov 2-21-22  For the upright will dwell in the land, And the blameless will remain in it;  But the wicked will be cut off from the earth, And the unfaithful will be uprooted from it.
xviii. Prov 10:30 The righteous will never be removed, But the wicked will not inhabit the earth.
xix. Prov 13:22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, But the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous.
xx. Prov 14:19 The evil will bow before the good, And the wicked at the gates of the righteous.
e. Prophets
i. Is 2:2-4 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD’s house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it.  Many people shall come and say, “ Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, And rebuke many people; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore.

ii. Is 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

iii. Is 11:9-10 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea.  “ And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious.”
iv. Is 65:17,20-23  “ For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind.  “ No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, Nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, But the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed.  They shall build houses and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; They shall not plant and another eat; For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  They shall not labor in vain, Nor bring forth children for trouble; For they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the LORD, And their offspring with them.
v. Dan 7:13-14 “ I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him.  Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.
vi. Zech 9:9-10 “ Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.  I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim And the horse from Jerusalem; The battle bow shall be cut off.  He shall speak peace to the nations; His dominion shall be ‘from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth.
f. Greatness of Christ the King

i. Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
ii. Eph 1:18-23 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
g. Growth of Christ’s Kingdom
i. Is 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
ii. Ez 47:1-9 Then he brought me back to the door of the temple; and there was water, flowing from under the threshold of the temple toward the east, for the front of the temple faced east; the water was flowing from under the right side of the temple, south of the altar.  He brought me out by way of the north gate, and led me around on the outside to the outer gateway that faces east; and there was water, running out on the right side.   And when the man went out to the east with the line in his hand, he measured one thousand cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the water came up to my ankles.  Again he measured one thousand and brought me through the waters; the water came up to my knees. Again he measured one thousand and brought me through; the water came up to my waist.  Again he measured one thousand, and it was a river that I could not cross; for the water was too deep, water in which one must swim, a river that could not be crossed.  He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he brought me and returned me to the bank of the river.   When I returned, there, along the bank of the river, were very many trees on one side and the other.  Then he said to me: “This water flows toward the eastern region, goes down into the valley, and enters the sea. When it reaches the sea, its waters are healed.  And it shall be that every living thing that moves, wherever the rivers go, will live. There will be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters go there; for they will be healed, and everything will live wherever the river goes.
iii. Dan 2:31-35 “You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome.  This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.  You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.
iv. Matt 13:31-33 He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches."  He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."
v. 1 cor 15:25:26 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
h. Final greatness of Christ’s kingdom

i. Rev 7:9-10 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."
ii. God brings blessing to all families of the earth (Gen 12:3).  The promise to Abraham is fulfilled. 
iii. John 3:17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
5. Conclusion and Application

i. Covenant that God made with Abraham – God reveals his extensive saving purpose; expansive nature of God’s redemptive purposes
ii. Messianic promises and prophesies – 
iii. Greatness of Christ the King
iv. Growth of Christ’s kingdom
v. Final greatness of Christ’s kingdom
b. Confidence in the triumph of the cross

c. Fundamentally an outworking of Christology

d. Expansion marked by opposition, conflict, persecution, and temporary defeats

e. Overall trend is one of expansion that cannot be stopped ( hope and optimism

f. Impetus for evangelism and engaging the culture

g. Reigning through the church during present age – encourages engagement with culture not retreat

h. Turn our attention away from preoccupations with worldly conditions and focus on the greatness of Christ reigning now.

The Victory of Christ’s Kingdom – John Jefferson Davis
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Before Jerusalem Fell – Ken Gentry

“When the sun has come, darkness prevails no longer; any of it that may be left anywhere is driven away.  So also, now that the Divine epiphany of the Word of God has taken place, the darkness of idols prevails no more, and all parts of the world in every direction are enlightened by His teaching” –Athanasius
